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Tackling Poverty Support Fund 2026-2027
Applicant Guidelines 

These notes should be read when completing the application form to be submitted for the Tackling Poverty Support Fund 2026-2027.
For any further help or advice when completing the application form, please contact: Lisa Williams: 01824 702441, email: lisa@dvsc.co.uk
	What is the Tackling Poverty Support Fund 2026-2027?

	Grants up to £5,000 will be available for both REVENUE & CAPITAL funding the following:

1. Locally constituted organisations (including registered charities, charitable incorporated organisations, community groups, town or community councils, community interest companies, social enterprises, churches and uniformed groups). 
2. Small food related business operating in Denbighshire (with less than 50 employees)
3. Non-Constituted Groups can apply for up to £1,000 only.
4. Local Authority Teams in Denbighshire.

The Tackling Poverty Support Funding Package is split into two main funding streams (called Pillars) plus additional flexible funding pots. All funding must support the overall aim of reducing poverty and helping people access support. 

Pillar 1: Wider Poverty Prevention
Purpose: Prevent people from falling into poverty and help build long-term resilience. 

Funding can be used for:
· Community hubs and safe spaces that offer advice and support. 
· Cost of living, debt, money, fuel poverty and food poverty advice. 
· Health and wellbeing support. 
· Digital inclusion activities. 
· Developing alternatives to food banks, such as cash-first schemes, vouchers or cash cards. 
· Building community capacity, testing new approaches and developing infrastructure that supports poverty prevention. 

Key focus: Early intervention, preventing crisis and reducing repeat reliance on emergency support. 

Pillar 2: Emergency Food Aid
Purpose: Strengthen local food support for people experiencing food poverty while helping connect them to wider support services. 

Funding can be used for:
· Food banks, food pantries, social supermarkets and community cafés. 
· Lunch clubs and community cookery classes. 
· Purchasing additional food and essential goods. 
· Outreach activities to reach underserved communities. 
· Volunteer training. 
· Community hubs that combine food provision with welfare, housing and money advice. 

Key focus: Meeting immediate food needs while helping people access support that addresses the causes of food poverty. 

Important restriction: This funding cannot be a primary source of ongoing service funding or food supply. 

Capital Funding

Purpose: Fund equipment, facilities and infrastructure that support poverty prevention or emergency food provision. 

Examples include:
· Fridges, freezers, cooking equipment and storage facilities. 
· Equipment for food-growing and food distribution projects. 
· Infrastructure that supports local food partnerships and community food projects. 
· Improvements to community spaces where cost-of-living, financial advice and child poverty support are delivered. 

For capital funding for equipment that requires installation you will need to provide ownership or lease for the building that covers at least the next 3 years.

Potential extra weighting will be given to partnership / collaboration applications. 

Grant funding can be spent between 01/12/2026 and 31/05/2027, no retrospective funding can be applied for.

Ineligible Expenditure
What the funding cannot be used for:
· Services already funded by, or duplicating, Welsh Government provision.
· Schools Essential Grant costs or fuel voucher schemes already funded through other sources
· Existing debt repayments
· Political activities
· Activities unrelated to tackling poverty
· Costs incurred outside the approved funding period
· Long-term liabilities without an approved sustainability plan
· Food subscription fees, such as FareShare
· Sole funding, i.e. sustaining an organisation where the main income source is from Welsh Government grant funding. However, appropriate contributions can be made to running costs associated with delivery of grant activities.





	What is the decision-making process for this application?

	The deadline for applications midnight on Thursday 12th November 2026. The DVSC grants panel will assess them. Applicants will be informed of the outcome by 1st December 2026. 




Completing the application form
	Section 1- Group/ organisation application 

	Within this section of the application, you should describe what your role in the group would be and a description of the organisation; this will include:
· Contact information. 
· Start and end date of the project.
· When was the group established.
· Registration number – specify Charity / CIO / CIC / local business etc. 
· Information about committee members, staff and volunteers.
· Information on the organisation bank account and number of signatories.

If you are a non-constituted group you can apply for up to £1,000 and will need to provide 2 references alongside your application.

If you are a small business with less than 50 employees evidence will be needed with your application regarding:

· The number of employees
· Community Involvement and Impact
· Impact of collaboration with local businesses & suppliers




	[bookmark: _Hlk205450085]Section 2- About your idea

	This is the application part where you tell us about your project, what you would do with the grant if you were successful, what difference it would make, and who the project would impact.

Please keep to 400 words or less.

It is very important to be clear and concise in this section so that when the panel assesses your application, they have a clear understanding and insight into what you plan on achieving with your project. You may write in paragraph form, bullet points, or continue on a separate sheet of paper. Try to be concise and keep to the main points.

Being realistic in your application would also be a benefit, for example, highlighting any barriers or challenges in your application and how you may overcome them. Also, this would be the section to state realistic start and end dates for your project and whether you plan on using the grant to purchase materials from local businesses or suppliers if your project can.




	Section 2- Outputs & Outcomes

	It is important to be realistic with your outputs & outcomes as you will be expected to report back against these in your monitoring report and explain any variances. 

Outputs: The outputs you include must be a direct result of your project funding received.

Outcomes: When choosing the outcomes for your project please bear in mind you will be expected to provide an explanation of how you have achieved these outcomes in your monitoring report (both numerical & narrative) and they must be a direct result of your project funding received.




	Section 3- Finance

	In this section, please give a breakdown of the cost of the project, and if you have evidence of quotations, please provide them in this section.

All invoices and expenditure must be retained and provided as evidence with the monitoring report on completion of your project.

The total amount you are able to apply for is £5,000. 




	Section 4- Declaration of group/ organisation. 

	If you are applying on behalf of a group or organisation, please submit:
· A copy of your constitution or set of rules for the organisation/group.
· A copy of your Safeguarding Policy
· A copy of your most recent Annual Statement of Accounts – this Statement must be dated and signed as a correct record of the Group/Organisation’s financial activities.
· If you are a new group which has not yet completed a full year of operation, please send us a copy of your most recent bank/building society statement with an estimate of your income and expenditure for the 1st year.




	After being awarded the grant.

	If your application is successful, you must agree to:
· You will be required to join as a Member of the Cogog Denbighshire Food Network, the membership of this network is free.
· Register the details of your service and activity on Dewis within 2 weeks of receiving funds  
· Use the monies exactly as specified in your application unless a prior agreement from DVSC is granted.
· Funds must be fully spent by the end of 31 May 2027
· Submit receipts for all expenditures. 
· Submit a monitoring report by: 30 June 2027



General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 2018
Subject to your permission, part or all of the information you provide us with will be held on computer. This information will be used for, but not limited to, the administration of applications and grants and for producing statistics and will also be stored on our contact database for marketing purposes. Copies of this information will be provided, when necessary to individuals and organisations that DVSC consults with when assessing applications and grants. Personal data is limited to contact names, position, address, telephone and other contact numbers, organisation and project; it may be considered as sensitive personal data where the organisation/project is involved with matters relating to race, ethnic origins, politics, religions or similar beliefs, physical, mental health or sexual life.
Contact details will only be disclosed to third parties for the following purposes: to enable DVSC to process your application; to enable county voluntary councils to monitor local funding; to announce successful projects, other promotional activities, including placement on the DVSC and WCVA websites.
Information will only be held as long as is necessary for the reasons given for holding information as listed above. Should you wish for information to be deleted, please get in touch with DVSC by emailing sectorsupport@dvsc.co.uk
Canolfan Naylor Leyland, Naylor Leyland Centre 
Stryd y Ffynnon, Rhuthun, Well Street, Ruthin, Sir Ddinbych, LL15 1AF Denbighshire,  1AF 
Ffôn/Tel: 01824 702441  e.bost/e.mail: office@dvsc.co.uk  gwefan/website www.dvsc.co.uk 
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